CHAPTER 22 



Kshara Varga 


T he word 'Kshara' is used for the 
destruction or removal of the vitiated 
Dosha or toxins. Kshara is alkaline substance 
obtained from the ashes of the plants and 
having erosion property. In Rasa texts, 
Kshara Dravya is classified in the cluster of 
Ksharadvaya, Ksharatraya, Kshara- 
panchaka and Ksharashtaka. 


Classification of Kshara Varga 


The drugs of Kshara Varga can be classified in 
following category based upon their sources; 

1. Mineral Origin - Tankana, Suryakshara 

2. Marine Origin - Shankha, Shukti, 
Varatika, Pravala 


plant known as Duralabha in Punjab and 
Sindha. It is also known as Lota Sajji. 

In certain hills or in places adjacent to 
hills, layers of alkaline soil are to be found in 
abundance. This soil is called Swarji Mrita. 
(R.J.N. Vol 3, Chap 5, PgNo. 193) 

The Sarjika Kshara which is obtained 
from the market should be purified by mixing 
it in water and decanting the water next day 
and filtering it 5-6 times with thick cloth and 
dried on fire. 


Physical properties 


Nature : Amorphous 

Colour : White 


3. Plant Origin - Kshara of Sarjika, Yava, 
Snuhi, Palasha, Apamarga, Tila, Chincha 
and Arka 


SARJAKSHARA 
(Sodium bicarbonate) 

A 

> 

Vernacular Name 

A 



Sanskrita: Svarjika, Svarji, Svarja, Svarjaka, 
Svarji Kshara, Svarjika Kshara, Sarji, 
Sarjika, Suvarchika, Suvarchi, Suvarcho, 
Sukhorjika, Kapota, Sukhavarcha, 
Sukharjika, Ruchaka, Sauvarchala 

Hindi: Sajji, Sajjikhara 

English: Sodium bicarbonate 

Source: Sarjikshara is prepared from the 


Taste : Saline and burning 
Solubility : Completely soluble in water 
producing a strongly alkali 
solution 

Method of Preparation 

GfTSctT WTrT 8TTT 

rfHhbdJjnil*) f^TT rTrt:ll 

wifcld flicks) I xr^TTTt fWcfT:ll 
TT5T 

TrM8TTT ■HMIfOrlJI 

(R.T. 13/45-47) 

Ash of burnt Ushtrapriya (Duralabha ) is 
mixed with 8 times of water and kept for 

















overnight. Then supemate liquid is filtered 
through cloth for 7 times. This liquid is to be 
heated up to completely evaporation of 
watery contain, then scrap white colour 
Swarji Kshara from bottom of vessel. 

fblTTppJ efT d<{lddd>l 

^K(Jd4uf ^RUHdrll 

TPJfT *^lrichi rTT ^cm>l 73uM’4rpflri: 11 
•dddiJMv^ci t^frlchi rtf fdtfU-Md.1 
7T#t Wldd< ^dlt-H-HII 

i^dl-d>ycbl>U| cwisyilrf TTrT:I 

frSi WUTZRl $TTT: wWohl^l Pdi(tt:ll 

(R.J.N. Vol 3, Chap 5 Pg 193) 

In certain hills or in places adjacent to hills, 
layers of alkaline soil are to be found in 
abundance. This soil is called Swarji Mrit 
(natron). It contains alkaline mud with foreign 
matters. Some quantity of this earth is to be 
dissolved with four times its weight of water. 
The solution is next to be decant for several 
times through a piece of thick cloth. The 
solution, thus decanted liquid, is next to be 
heated and condensed into solid alkaline 
substance, called Swarji Kshara. 


► 


Properties 



^JIIUJII TO fcKKUhl 

41my^-di 

(Ch.Su.27/304) 

^ft ^nft ■wr^chlilld^oh'iill 

yjphiM w-i fci <si -li iviTq<r4 i^fl ^ fold i vmI 11 

(Su.Su.46/325) 

Trftfam: fydfrfl^rr: cbd4>«j|gr ^R:i 

TP#RTfT: cFPT WmilflfadKUi: || 



^Tofr^Jjq cbfi-iy&T TJclfffrfrT: II 


(R.T. 13/48-49) 


Rasa : Katu 


Guna: Ushna, Tiltshna, Laghu, Ruksha 


Virya : Ushna 

Doshaghnata: Vatahara, Kaphanashaka 

Karma : Kledana, Pachana, Deepana, 
Chhedana, Krimighna 

Dose: 3 Rati to 12 Rati (375 mg to 1.5 gm) 
(R.T. 13/50) 

Anupana: Jala, Madhu, VasaSvarasa, Guda 


Therapeutic uses 


Shwasa, Kasa, Gulma, Adhmana, Udara 
Roga, Vibandha, Arsha, PlihaRoga, Vrana 


Important formulations 


Chitrakadi Vati, Chandraprabha Vati, 
Agnitundi Vati, Grahani Kapata Rasa, 
Hingvadi Churna 


YAVAKSHARA (Potash carbonate) ^ 


Vernacular Name 


Sanskrita: Yavapatya, Yavajo, Yavashoo- 
kaja, Yavyo, Yavagraja, Yavahya, Yavanalaja, 
Yaavashookaja, Yavashooka, Shookaja, 
Pakya 

Hindi: Javakhar, Khar 

English: Impure or factitious of carbonate of 
Potash, Potash carbonate, salt of 
Tartar 


Physical properties 


Nature : Amorphous 

Colour : White 

Taste : Acridly Saline and cooling 

Solubility : Completely soluble in water 

producing a strongly alkali 
solution 


Method of Preparation 


A 


qqyicb'qcr UMKW f4TO:l 

Trfcs&rarprr fcrc^ trt: n 















































B'-rlc||< Tjzr^q- | oliir^^cl K-H-lll 
■wifqn ^fwwgiSST ^pjyi rflsuRm yelriM 
fit:7Pj TTfc^ jTTt^T mchMNHrtfiydHI 
^roT^TR y<y<ji H rM l y ^ y ^l *■!_) I 

(R.T. 13/3-5) 


Ash of burnt Yava Panchanga is mixed with 8 
times of water and kept for overnight. Then 
supemate liquid is filtered through cloth for 7 
times. This liquid is to be heated up to 
completely evaporation of watery contain, 
then scrap whitish colour Yava Kshara from 
bottom of vessel. 


Properties 

cBRT chth^iUVlfRt 4il«ivj«bl oqql^frlll 

(Ch.Su.27/303) 

?Rfr ^nfr 

(Su.Su.46/325) 

<{lm: MI-^h: ^TTqi 
c|lrHIVM:ll 

chUdlUil^tl iJsjRFrirrWT: TTT:II 

TRT: 11 

(R.T. 13/6-8) 

Rasa: Katu 


Guna: Laghu, Snigdha, Sara 
Virya: Ushna 

Doshaghnata: Kapha- Vata Nashaka 

Karma : Deepana, Pachana, Mutrala, 
Hridya, Sweda Pravartaka 

Dose: 3 Rati to 10 Rati (375 mg to 1.25 gm) 
(R.T. 13/9) 

Anupana: Jala, Madhu, Vasa Svarasa, Guda 


Therapeutic uses 


Hrid Roga, Pandu, Grahani, Pliha Roga, 


Gala Roga, Kasa, Arsha, Vibandha, Gulma, 
Udara Roga, Amashoola, Ashmari, 
Mutrakrichchha, Vishadosha, Anaha, 
Adhmana, Kantha Roga, Amlapitta, 
Aupasargika Prameha, Shotha 


Important formulations 

A 

Chitrakadi Vati, Agnitundi Vati, 

Vadvanala 

Rasa, Mahanaracha Rasa, Gulma Kalanala 
Rasa, Grahani Kapata Rasa 

TANKANA (Borax) 

A 

Vernacular Name 

A 


Sanskrits: Tankana, Tanka, Tanga, Tangana, 
Dravaka, Tankanakshara, Rangakshara, 
Ranga, Rangada, Lohas hodhana, 
Swarnashodhana, Saubhagya, Sitakshara, 
Shwetakshara, Kshararaja, Dhatu Dravaka 

Hindi: Suhaga 
English: Borax 



(Na 2 B 4 0 7 ,10H 2 O) 

It occurs as deposits from volcanic 
emanations (fumaroles), hot springs and in 
dried up shallow basins (Playa) or saline 
lakes. It occurs mostly in the waters of various 
saline lakes in the salt deposits that have been 
formed through evaporation of such lakes. 
The origin of Tankana involves simple 
concentration and evaporation, which is 
accompanied by some chemical and 
mineralogical transformations to give rise to 
Tankana (borax). An evaporate mineral, it 
occurs associated with halites, sulphates, 
carbonates and other borates like ulexite and 
colemanite. 

Economically workable deposits of 
Tankana are not yet discovered in India, and 
the domestic need is met by imports of crude 
borates, which are refined to produce Tankana 
and boric acid. 

























Small quantity of Tankana, since early times, 
however, was being obtained from salt lakes 
in Leh district of Jammu and Kashmir and 
Tibet, where it occurs today also. Non- 
exploitable occurrences of Tankana are 
known in Surendranagar district in Gujarat, 
Jaipur and Nagaur district in Raj asthan. 


Mineralogical identification 



Nature: Crystalline lumps 
Colour: White 
Streak: White 
Cleavage: Poor 
Fracture: Conchoidal 
Lustre: Vitreous 
Tenacity: Brittle 
Transparency: Translucent 
Hardness: 2 to 2.5 
Specific Gravity: 1.65 to 1.7 
Taste: Sweetish alkaline 



It is of two kinds (R.J.N. Vol 3, Chap 5 Pg 
195); 

1. Pinda- Malina ( Shweta ) 

2. Sadamaka - Shweta (Pure white) 


Niramalikarana 


Zj^JT Ttfufd rlTcW^HJUl f^T^I 

cTWTrTW ^[T fzS4Ndd.ll 

rfidlfllHI Zt MRvU 

Zf Z^UT ^11 

(R.T. 13/75-76) 

Ashuddha Tankana Churna (1 part) + water 
(24 parts) —* dissolve and filter through cotton 
cloth -» give strong heat and evaporate all the 
water content —► keep in sun light for 
complete drying —> Tankana Nirmalikarana 


RmTZTTar tr^^oirf 
Htzdii yir^Hird d^ui^ii 

(R.T. 13/77-78) 

Ashuddha Tankana -► Convert into powder 
form and take into earthen saucer ~> give 
strong heat by occasional stirring —► stop 
heating on complete evaporation of water 
portion and disappearance of sound —» obtain 
white coloured puffy material Shuddha 
Tankana 


Properties 

Z^JT: cBZWTST TTRcF: I 

«bih&W>Nun -prt e|ldm^Pl^d:ll 
eBTWTW: W ^l|eHlRfcNNS:l 
3tRj4iridch<SrTfq- ^mTSRRZT?R:ll 
oT^Tl ferfcmslUMI¥M:l 
1xrfT^>W fH-IMsill TJgmlydrfch:ll 


(R.T. 13/79-81) 


Rasa: Katu 


Guna: Ushna, Ruksha, Tikshna 
Virya: Ushna 

Doshaghnata: Kapha Vishleshaka, 
Vatanashaka 


Karma: Saraka, Deep ana, Hridya, Balya, 
Pittakrut 


Dose: 3 Rati to 10 Rati (375 mg to 1.25 gm) 
Anupana: Jala, Madhu, VasaSvarasa, Guda 


Therapeutic 


uses 



Shwasa, Kasa, Visha Nashaka, Adhmana, 
Stripushpa Janana, Mutrakrichchha, Vrana, 
Moodhagarbha 










































KSHARA VARGA 





Ashuddha Tankana Sevanajanya Dosha 

:l 


(A.P.2/244) 

A 


Vanti, Bhranti 

Dosha Shand 


Ardraka or Tulasi Svarasa for 3 days (R.Sam. 
Shodhana-Maranadi Prakarana 180) 


Important formulations 



Tribhuvanakirti Rasa, Ananda Bhairava 
Rasa, Ashwakanchuki Rasa, Agnitundi Vati, 
Arshakuthara Rasa, Grahani Kapata Rasa 


SURYAKSHARA (Potassium nitratej^ 
Vernacular Name 

Sanskrita: Soraka, Sora, Saiveha, 
Mritkshara, Vahnikshara (R.T. 14/27) 


Karpoora Shilajatu, Sweta 
(R.Mri.8) 

Hindi: Sora 

English: Potassium nitrate 

Shilajatu 

Types 

A 

It is of two types; 


1. Sora - in impure state 


2. Kabni Sora - in pure state 


Nirmalikarana 

A 


Method 

mca)P 4-1 d oHcbd yfPrd ytffrd 
■ddU-lciRlr) f^P^T dd4d M^-dd:ll 
tdd-U/N ^TTr^T HNUTlKi|-dd:l 

few itch'd WWfll 

(R.T. 14/29-30) 

Ashuddha Soraka Churna (1 part) + water (24 
parts) -* dissolve and filter -* give strong heat 
and evaporate the water -* the remaining water 
evaporate in sun light -»Soraka Nirmalikarana 


Shodhana 

Method 

THTcR ^lufd tsTvt r^dldlild 

■fsTcfTT Middled 

(R.T. 14/35) 

Ashuddha Soraka Churna levigate with 
Ela Svarasa for 3 times ~Shuddha Soraka 
Churna 



Properties ,.-t| 

Rpr|T fllThlchK chill id 


(R.Mri.8/27) 

TTTTcft: cbdchtffljtufr fcl^Hl^dUl: 4TT:I 

(R.T. 14/28) 

nlfch: chechifd^uff f^ T tJF5fhlf^n?PT:l 
3-1 VO 0 L\->\ ch^lfal-ll ^.1M lU^m^rT) | 

(R.T. 14/36) 

Rasa: Katu, Lav ana 
Guna : Tikshna, Sara 


Virya: Ushna 
Karma: Deepana 

Dose: 2 Rati to 10 Rati (250 mg to 1.25 g) 
(R.T. 14/37) 

Anupana: Gokshura Kashaya, Mishreya 
Arka, Sharkara, Nimbu Svarasa 


Therapeutic uses 

A 

Vidagdhajirna, Ashmari, Adhmana, 

Mutrakrichchha, Agnimandhya, 
Kamala, Prameha 

Pandu, 

Important formulations 

A 

Shweta Parpati, Nayanamritanjana, 

Sphatikadi Churna 

■ 


































Miscellaneous 


T his chapter comprises of the drugs which 
are not included in any classification but 
their inevitable importance in the various 
mercurial processes and formulations they are 
enlisted here according to the new CCIM 
syllabus of second year BAMS. 

Miscellaneous drugs include; 


1. Mandoora 

2. Bola 

3. Kasturi 

4. Bhoonaga 

5. Mayurapichchha 

6. Sarjarasa 

7. Madhoochchhishta 


MANDOORA (Iron oxide) 

A 

Vernacular Name 

A 

Sanskrita: Kitta, Lohabhava, Lohakitta, 
Lohamala, Lohochchhishta, Lohasinghanika, 
Kitti, Sinhana 

Hindi: Mandoora, Lohakitta 

English: Iron oxide 


Source 

A 


(A.P.3/285) 

fhugdi znfrT f^Trff 

(R.T.20/123) 


When heated Loha is hammered, impurities 
(rust at the surface of iron) are eliminated. 
After long period on earth crust, it is found as 
lumpy mass which known is as Lohamala or 
Mandoora. 


Mandoora is found naturally as the 
mineral magnetite. Iron ores contains high 
amounts of iron oxides such as magnetite 
(Fe 3 0 4 , 72.4%Fe), hematite (Fe 2 0 3 , 69.9%Fe) 
etc. There are four main types of iron-ore 
deposits viz, magnetite, titanomagnetite, 
massive hematite pisolitic ironstone deposits. 


Occurrence 


China is currently the consumer of iron ore. In 
India, it is mined from Jharkhanda, Odisha, 
Goa, Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, 
Raj asthan and Tamil Nadu. 


Mineralogical identification 


Nature: Rough lumpy masses, exhibiting 
voids 

Colour: Black 
Streak: Black 
Cleavage: None 
Fracture: Conchoidal 
Lustre: Dull 
Tenacity: Brittle but hard 
Transparency: Opaque 
Magnetism: Non-magnetic 
Hardness: 6 to 6.5 

















Specific Gravity: 3 to 3.8 
^ Types ^ 


According to the varieties oiLoha, Mandoora 
can also be divided into following three kinds; 

1. Munda 

j^lcbg ^rrpfsiT:l 

(A.P.3/287Vi) 

Munda Mandoora is having slight red colour, 
heavy and smooth. 

2. Tikshna 

f^disHysi fcBf faviMK 3F IdsfuiHJ 

PHbchki ^ f^r n4lftlRT:ll 

(A.P.3/287-288 l / 2 ) 

Tikshna Mandoora is having blackish colour 
as collyrium, heavy and non-porous. 

3 .Kanta 

frf Ttgf U6d<-i i-K^tfi-ichliJHi 
iw 7T jwrmm -wifrcbg rrg^ rt^ii 

(A.P.3/289!4) 

Kanta Mandoora is of brown colour, rough, 
more heavy, elongated, non-porous and on 
cutting silver like appearance. 

The qualities of Mandoora can be varied 
according to its antiquity and divided into 
three ages category; 

1. More than 100 years old : best - use for 
Bhasma Nirmanartha 

2. 70-80 years: medium 

3. Less than 60 years old: mediocre - similar 
to poison and not to use for medicinal 
purpose. 


Grahyata and Agrahyata 





3T£r4 rfrfr fNtW^II 

(A.P.3/289-290) 


wr oMfdcufdchH^i 
7#^ WteHld Rn^t VlddlRfchHIl 
rpt ^ ^ T$m cbUtdDfdH) 

(R.T.20/125-126) 

100 years old, smooth, heavy, solid, black, 
non-porous and obtained from the olden 
destroyed town are acceptable varieties of 
Mandoora. 


Shodhana 


Method 

WITT f®r*fldd>l#Rj|f*^ MRMPddH) 
Went ^jfeWW|TW(ll 

(R.T.20/127) 


Ashuddha Mandoora heating by means of 
Bibhitaka Angara > Nirvapa (heating and 
quenching) in Gomutra (cow's urine) for 7 
times -* Shuddha Mandoora 


Marana 


Method 

chren RiyigK dd: 

TT# dlfrifcHl^d TtJv5IWWW.I 

■rpr|t Ttrat Tjnf TTdf WPJ 
TWTTWTniff^d w y m (Ti d h^i 

(II 

(R.T.20/129-131) 


Shuddha Mandoora Churna —» rub with 
Triphala Kvatha or Svarasa / Kvatha of Loha 
Maraka Gana drugs till pelletization —» 
subject to Putapaka for 30 times —» Rakta 
Chandana like red coloured Mandoora 
Bhasma 


Properties 


WT AlitHI ^ ■qfrFiT dfrch^qfil dgU|l{|| 

(A.P.3/286) 







































TEXTBOOK OF RASASHASTRA 



Mandoora possesses same properties like 
different varieties of Loha. 

ir?r cbmrti ^ehmrti 

(A.P.3/293) 

tr^T ■giJrT f$|f$K Td%rt XRT^l 
fliTivmn TrT^fig^t wfii 

chmrtl^)^J^fc6Vi TTTJfT f fclVlNd:H 

yitmw T^#oT rT2JT JhVhyuiiyHH) 
idlin' tTu^f 

(R.T.20/132-134) 

Rasa: Kashaya 
Guna: Sheeta 
Virya: Sheeta 

Doshaghnata: Pittashamaka 

Karma: Vrishya , Ruchikara , Deepana, 
Raktavriddhikara 

Dose: % 7?a// to 2 7?a/z (31 mg to 250 mg) 
(R.T.20/135) 

Anupana: Punarnavashtaka Kvatha, 
Dashamoola Kvatha, Triphala Kvatha 


Therapeutic uses 


Pandu, Shotha, Kamala, Kumbhakamala, 
Halimaka, Pliha roga 


Important formulations 


A 


Mandoora Vataka, Punarnava Mandoora, 
Tara Mandoora, Triphala Mandoora 


Prehistoric description 

Myrrh is the oleo gum resin of plant 
Commiphora myrrha that has been regarded 
as one of the treasures of East for thousands of 
years. In the 5 th century BCE, Herodotus noted 
that myrrh was used by the Egyptians for 
preserving cadaver. Egyptian woman also 
buried myrrh in pellets to red their homes of 
fleas. In ancient times myrrh was often buried 
to mask unwanted smell of bodies, animal's 
filth in the streets, sewage and other things. 
The boiled root was prescribed to improve 
strength in the elderly. 

Botanical description 

Botanical Names: Commiphora myrrha 
(Nees) Engl, or Commiphora molmol or 
Balsamodendron myrrha 

Family: Burseraceae 

Habitat: It is found abundantly in a native 
area North-Eastern America and also occurs 
in Arab, Persia, Abyssinia and Siam. The 
resinous product of Macca is considered best 
which is called 'Muemacci'. 

Types 

eft?* TT fsTf^q- TtR w H-JbtMHJl 

(A.P.2/306) 

It is of three types; 

1. Rakta 

2. Shyama 

3. Manushyaja 


BOLA (Myrrh) 

A 

Shodhana 

Vernacular Name 

A 

Method 

Sanskrita: Gandharasa, Prana, 

Pinda, 

f^nr c^rrr 

Goparasa, IndragopaRasa 


TtF ?T2JT ch«J| 

Hindi: Bol, Hirabol 


(R.Sam.Shodhana - Maranadi Prakarana / 201) 

English: Myrrh 


Ashuddha Bola —► Swedana (boil) with Tri 



































Kshara + Lavana + Ami a Varga for 3 days * 
Shuddha Bola 

Properties 

cftc* TrTJft ?frcT 

eBTcR frtrfi Ugtsl^fsl^lbl^rt) 1 

(A.P.2/307) 


Rasa: Madhura, Katu, Tikta 
Vitya : Sheeta 

Doshaghnata : Tridoshahara 

Karma: Medhya, Deep ana, Pachana 

Dose: >/ 2 to 1 gm (D.G.V. Vol.II, Dr. J.L.N. 
Shastry, Pg. No. 662) 


Types 

Guna 

Virya 

Karma 

Doshaghnata 

Rakta 

Sara 

- 

Garbhashaya Vishodhanam, Chakshushya 

- 

Shyama 

- 

Sheeta 

- 

- 

Manusha 


Sheeta 

Vishanashaka, Bhagnasandhana, 

Dhatukanti, Vayasthairya, Ojovriddhikara 

Tridosha 

Shamana 


Therapeutic uses 

Rakta - Jvara, Apasmara, Kushtha, 
Garbhashaya Vishodhana 

Shyama - Dadru, Kandu, Visha, Bradhna, 
Apasmara, Kushtha, Arsha, Raktagranthi 

Manusha - Sadhyovrana, Pramehapitika, 
Kushtha, Sarva Vrana 


Dosha Shanti 

_ A 

Gomutra (R.Sam. Shodhana 
Prakarana/ 202) 

- Maranadi 

Important formulations 

_ A 

Bolabaddha Rasa, Bola Parpati, Boladi Vati, 
Asthi Sandhanaka Lepa 

KASTURI (Musk) 

A 

Vernacular Name 

A 


Sanskrita: Kasturika, Mrigamada, 
Mridnabhi, Mrigaandhaja, Marjari, 
Vedhamukhya, Madani, Gandhachellika, 
Sahastravedhika, Shresthavedhika, Darpa, 
Sahastrabhit, Subhaga, Bahugandhada, 
Shyama, Kamananda, Kuranganabhi, Lalita, 
Shyamali, Kamamedi 


Hindi: Kasturi 


English: Musk 

Latin Name: Moschus moschiferus 


Source 


The musk deer belongs to the family 
Moschidae and lives in Nepal, India, Pakistan, 
China, Korea, Siberia and Mongolia. To 
obtain their musk, the deer is killed and its 
gland, also called "musk pod", is removed. 
Musk is secreted by the male adult deer only. 

Kasturi is a dark resinous secretion moist 
or semi liquid in nature, present with 
ammonia like odour, collected in a small sac 
(pod) covered with hair, which is made by an 
infolding of skin situated a short distance 
behind the navel and in front of preputial 
orifice of the deer. It is secreted from the 
preputial follicles in the sac of the adult male 
musk deer during their breeding season only 
as a natural measure to attract the female deer 
with its characteristic aroma. The ejection of 
the secretion from the sac takes place through 
a small canal which is situated on the outer 
surface of the pod and opens near the preputial 
orifice. 














Kasturi is of three types viz, (B.P. Purvardha 
Karpuradi Varga, Pg No. 193) 

1. Kamarupodbhava : Krishna - Shreshtha 

2. Naipali \Neelavarna -Madhyama 

3. Kashmiri : Kapilachchhaya - Adhama 

Commercial Varieties 

1. Tonquin Musk 

2. YananMusk 

3. Assam and Nepal Musk 

4. Carbardine or Russian Musk 

Characteristic 

When Kasturi is free from moisture and 
ammonia, it yields a charming aroma. After 
being dried, it becomes granular which is 
soluble in water (50-75%) and alcohol (10- 
12%). Quality musk is dark purplish in colour 
and has a bitter aromatic taste and odour. 


Chemical constituents 


Ammonia, olein, cholesterin, fat, wax, 
gelatinous matter, albuminous substances, 
inorganic salts of sodium, potassium, 
calcium; and an aromatic volatile oil, 
muscone. 


The smell of musk is identical with that of 
synthetic cyclopentadecanone and its methyl 
derivatives. Muscone, a constituent of Kasturi 
is a methyl derivative of the fifteen cyclic 
ketone. 


Examination of Kasturi 

(vt-rhl fil^KI TRi rtiyd 


■STTTFSj 

IdThl Chi rjfcon I hIcJuI r^el-chUII t-tuti) 

Wcbfd (I TRmmTTII 

(R.N .Chandanadi Varga! 53-54) 


Pure Kasturi is Tikta, yellowish in colour, 
yielding aroma like Ketaki (Pandamus 
odoratissimus) flower. When added to water, 
its colour does not change. If placed on fire, it 
emits a peculiar sound and burning skin odour. 

Several methods adopted by the ancient 
physicians to detect pure Kasturi are as follows: 

1. Some water is placed on hand and a very 
small amount of Kasturi is added to water. 
If the water immediately changes into red 
or yellow colour, then it is believed that 
the musk is impure, if not, then it is pure. 
But this test is not always dependable. 
When the blood of musk deer is mixed 
with pure musk, this test will be positive. 

2. The experienced people who know the 
taste of pure Kasturi, can easily detect the 
musk, and can also detect the quality, 
impurity, etc. 

3. If in a room, pure Kasturi is placed, the 
room will be filled with a charming aroma 
but the false musk will yield an unpleasant 
strong odour. 

4. When pure Kasturi is rubbed by hands, 
the special aroma on the hands will persist 
for 2 to 4 hrs. If pure musk is added to any 
material, the material yields the same 
odour for a longer period. 

5. Pure Kasturi cannot be burnt out by the 
fire, but yields a smell of burning skin 

6. An interesting popular test for pure 
Kasturi has been reported by some 
workers. A cotton thread is passed through 
Hingu (Asafoetida ) or through Rasuna 
(garlic) and again passed through the 
musk pod. After this, if the smell of Hingu 
{Ferula assafoetida Linn.) or garlic 
(Alium sativum Linn.) remains in the 
thread, the Kasturi is not considered to be 
genuine. 

7. Few grains of Kasturi are placed on a live 
piece of charcoal. Pure musk melts and 
bubbles. If not, it at once becomes 














